descended. The passing of time has made it easier to understand what manner of thing this is. A developmental philosophy (Gesell's phrase) has little in common with a cultural, or academic philosophy, which has been the guide (and perhaps the bane) of all education in the past, for it shifts the focus of attention from culture (as the educator's aim) to the processes of growth, which are not abstractions but real observable (and servable) changes going on in a living organism, which a medico-biological preparation enables us to see more clearly than the abstract generalisations of a philosophical habit of thought.
In the last of Montessori's books, The Absorbent Mind (1949), of which a second edition is now promised, development is traced from the primitive germ cell, through a post-natal period renamed by her, psycho-embryonic; the child from birth till six being n described as a "spiritual embryo". And But, whatever be the most practical answer, it is hard to believe that the public, once alerted to a threat so final in a field so vital, will not?through its M.P.s?alert the administrative body, which the public presumably employs to solve just such problems.
